Norman Pointer

Before the '02 meet, a friend of mine called to place an order and to make me an offer. He had
purchased a 2-year-old named Skymaster for $20k and wanted to know if [ wanted to purchase a 50% interest.
He told me that Skymaster was in Norman Pointer's barn. "You'll probably win some races with him, becausc
Pointer is a winning machine,” I replied. "Pointer has an uncanny way of finding winning spots, especiaily on
the class drop. Funny thing is that he often hits at around 4-1 odds."

This was a tempting offer, but | have a policy of not mixing business with friends and family. Besides.
this colt's sirc, Rahy, had a $75,000 stud fee and yet the colt had fetched only $20k at the sale. Obviously, it
had some conformation issues and/or physical problems. I wished him well and made it a point to follow the
colt's progress.

Skymaster went on to start five times at the extended Gulfstrcam meet but left Hallandale still a
maiden. Even so, he had picked up a check each time and looked to be a sturdy if unspectacular runner.

Skymaster was one of the few runners with which Pointer did NOT win at the '02 meet. The extended
racing dates and slew of claiming race opportunities played right into this guy's hand. With main owner
Running Horse Farm supplying most of the horseflesh, Pointer had a banner meet, rattling off 16 bingos while
maintaining an $11 average win payoff (see, we wuz almost right with our prediction above).

Pointer wins races throughout the meet, so there's no need to spend time on the Hare vs. Tortoise stuff.
Pointer is golden with the class drop, connecting 38% of the time while producing a 100% ROI, an unusually
high return considering the nature of that karma move. What’s more, Pointer won on six drop downs in Hare
modc with horses showing Calder or Meadowlands form lines.

Departing South was purchased privately from the Allen Paulson estate.

After three tries at the $25k level, this filly won on the dip down to $16k at 5-1.
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Although Pointer hasn't won a Gulfstream stakes and shows just six wins in the allowance ranks, he
knows how to handle a classy horse. A few ycars ago, Running Horse privately purchased several horses from
the Allen Paulson estate. While several were duds, Rize was not. He went on to capture the '00 Iselin at
Monmouth and the '01 Créme Fraiche at Meadowlands.

Scveral of the Paulson purchases had superior turf pedigrees, so Pointer tried his hand on the sod. He
hit the winner's circle a few times with those types, but his 3 for 30 overall mark on that surface cautions us to
pick our spots wisely, if at all. Finally, don't expect any major longshot surprises from this crew: those starters
that are dead on the board (greater than 20-1) tend to run that way (0 for 25).

By the way, Skymaster went on to win five races at Monmouth and the Meadowlands and has banked
some $70k. Give Pointer credit for developing that runner. I guess that's one that got away.
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Top Jockey Combinations at the 2002 Meet: LGd Start I 1 | 0 l 0% 0% ($2-00)’
Jockey Sts Wins Win% ITM%  $+/- Surface Change:
Aguilar M 5 0 [ 0% [ 20% | ($10.00) Sts Wins Win% ITM%  $+/-
CoaEM 3 3 | 50% | 67% $22.20 TurftoDirt | 8 | © 0% | 50% | ($16.00) |
Douglas R R 7 1 | 14% | 43% ($7.40) Dirtto Turf |12 ] 2 17% | 33% | $2.60
Gomez J C T | 1 [100%] 100% | $23.80 Odds: -
om @ S S il A Sts Wins Win% ITM%  $+/-
Jurado E M 19 | 3 | 16%| 58% | (514.80) 57 21T 8 [38% [87% | ($0.80)
et s | 0 e aon | (1900 521051 | 63| 10 | 16% | 48% | ($36.60)
Tores H D N Il Ml I 61101 |44 | 4 | 9% | 45% | (524.40)
Yelsquez© | 4 | T 2] 56% | (2140) 11110201 |43 | 1 | 2% | 19% | (860.20) |
ebravezdR | 4 ] O [O%] 0% | ©890 >20-1  |43] 0 | 0% | 16% |(386.00)
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